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(57) ABSTRACT

In a method for communicating between a number of first
services and a number of second services. The number of first
services belongs to a service-oriented architecture, in which a
respective first service is provided by messages based on a
question-answer mechanism by a first protocol. The number
of second services belongs to a data-based architecture, in
which second services can be switched together by a second
protocol. The second protocol specifies data input and data
output of the second service and transfers the data between
the second services. A message of a first service, entering into
the service converter, is converted into data input of a second
service associated with the first service and/or data output of
a second service, entering into the service converter is con-
verted into a message emitted by the service converter, of a
first service associated with the second service.
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1
METHOD FOR COMMUNICATING
BETWEEN A NUMBER OF FIRST SERVICES
AND A NUMBER OF SECOND SERVICES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a U.S. National Stage Application of
International Application No. PCT/EP2010/055816 filed
Apr. 29, 2010, which designates the United States of
America, and claims priority to German Application No. 10
2009 020 929.8 filed May 12, 2009. The contents of which are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to a method for communicating
between a number of first services and a number of second
services.

BACKGROUND

Various architectures for executing services in data net-
works or in internetworked electronic units are known from
the prior art. In particular, there are so-called service-oriented
architectures in which a service may be called up via arequest
and the information provided by the service then output via a
corresponding response. An example of services in service-
oriented architectures are the web services known from the
World Wide Web.

In contrast to this, data processing may also be carried out
by services in a data-driven architecture, which is used, for
example, in so-called embedded networks, whereby an input
with a corresponding data input and an output with a corre-
sponding data output are specified for a service, wherein a
data input generates a corresponding data output. A number
of services may thus be interconnected into a chain of ser-
vices, wherein—with the aid of a suitable protocol—the cor-
responding data inputs and data outputs of the services and
the forwarding of data between the services may be defined.
These service chains may be easily modified without the
services themselves needing to be adjusted. In this way a
flexible and rapidly implementable adjustment of service
chains may be achieved in a data-driven architecture.

Nowadays the various service architectures are used along-
side one another and there is as yet no interface which con-
verts the services of one architecture into corresponding ser-
vices of the other architecture.

SUMMARY

According to various embodiments, a method for commu-
nicating between a number of first services and a number of
second services can be created, whereby the various service
architectures are able to communicate with one another.

According to an embodiment, in a method for communi-
cating between a number of first services and a number of
second services, wherein the number of first services belongs
to a service-oriented architecture, in which a respective first
service is provided via notifications based on a request-re-
sponse mechanism by means of a first protocol, and wherein
the number of second services belongs to a data-driven archi-
tecture, in which second services can be interconnected by
means of a second protocol, wherein the second protocol
specifies data inputs and data outputs of the second services
and the forwarding of data between the second services, a
notification of a first service incoming into a service converter
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2

is converted into a data input of a second service associated
with the first service and/or a data output of a second service
incoming into the service converter is converted into a noti-
fication outgoing from the service converter, of a first service
associated with the second service.

According to a further embodiment, the number of first
services may comprise one or more web services. According
to a further embodiment, the number of second services in a
network can be distributed services, wherein at least some of
the services in the network are interconnected by means of
one or more service chains specified via the second protocol.
According to a further embodiment, a notification of a first
service incoming into the service converter in the form of a
request notification to the first service can be converted into a
data input of a second service, which is associated with the
first service, and then a data output of the second service or of
a further second service, which is also associated with the first
service and is interconnected with the second service, is con-
verted into a notification of the first service outgoing from the
service converter in the form of a response notification to the
request notification. According to a further embodiment, one
or more data outputs of one or more second services can be
stored in a cache and provided via the cache to the service
converter, wherein the data output or outputs are preferably
periodically generated. According to a further embodiment,
the cache can be implemented as a second service in which
data outputs cached via data inputs may be called. According
to a further embodiment, a first service can be specified in the
service converter in a description language for first services,
in particular in a WSDL document, said document being
processed in the service converter such that one or more data
inputs from one or more second services are generated from
one or more of the request notifications to the first service
specified in the document, and one or more response notifi-
cations of the first service, specified in the document are
generated from one or more data outputs of one or more
second services. According to a further embodiment, a data
output of a second service incoming into the service converter
can be converted into a notification of a first service associ-
ated with the second service outgoing from the service con-
verter in the form of a request notification to the first service.
According to a further embodiment, the incoming response
notification from the first service to the request notification
can be converted by the service converter into a data input of
the second service. According to a further embodiment, a first
service subscribes to predefined data outputs of a second
service, wherein a predefined data output of the second ser-
vice incoming into the service converter can be converted into
a notification of the first service outgoing from the service
converter. According to a further embodiment, a notification
of a first service, incoming into the service converter in the
form of a response notification of the first service, which was
sent in response to a request notification previously output to
the first service by the service converter, can be converted into
a data input of a second service associated with the first
service. According to a further embodiment, the service con-
verter may subscribe to predefined notifications of a first
service, wherein a predefined notification of the first service
incoming into the service converter is converted in the service
converter into a data input of a second service associated with
the first service. According to a further embodiment, at least
some of the first and/or second services can be implemented
in the service converter.

According to another embodiment, a service converter for
communication between a number of first services and a
number of second services, wherein the number of first ser-
vices belongs to a service-oriented architecture, in which a
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respective first service is provided via notifications based on
a request-response mechanism by means of a first protocol,
and wherein the number of second services belongs to a
data-driven architecture, in which second services can be
interconnected by means of a second protocol, wherein the
second protocol specifies data inputs and data outputs of the
second services and the forwarding of data between the sec-
ond services, may comprise: a first conversion means for
converting a notification of a first service incoming into the
service converter into a data input of a second service asso-
ciated with the first service and/or a second conversion means
for converting a data output of a second service incoming into
the service converter into a notification of a first service
associated with the second service outgoing from the service
converter.

According to a further embodiment, the service converter
may be designed such that a method as described above canbe
implemented with the service converter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments are described in detail below on
the basis of the attached drawings, wherein

FIG. 1 shows a network comprising a plurality of network
nodes in which second services are embedded;

FIG. 2 shows the network in FIG. 1, which shows the
embodiment of embedded services based on a variant of a
second protocol;

FIG. 3 shows the network in FIG. 1, which reflects a
dynamic repositioning of the embedded services;

FIG. 4 is a schematic illustration of a communication
between first and second services by means of a service
converter according to an embodiment;

FIG. 510 FIG. 8 show various characteristics of the method
for communication between a first and a second service
according to various embodiments;

FIG. 9 is a schematic illustration of an exemplary scenario
based on a system for controlling blinds, in which second
services are executed by means of a service chain;

FIG. 10 is a schematic illustration of an embodiment in
which a first service is implemented on the service converter
via a WSDL document; and

FIG. 11 is a schematic illustration which clarifies the con-
version of notifications according to the first protocol into
data inputs or data outputs according to the second protocol.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The method according to various embodiments is used for
communication between a number of first services and a
number of second services, the number of first services
belonging to a service-oriented architecture in which a
respective first service is provided via notifications based on
a request-response mechanism by means of a first protocol,
and the number of second services belonging to a data-driven
architecture, in which the second services can be intercon-
nected by means of a second protocol, wherein said second
protocol specifies data inputs and data outputs of the second
service and the forwarding of data between the second ser-
vices. The term “request-response mechanism” is therefore to
be broadly understood and includes not only the receipt of a
request immediately followed by the output of a response, but
also possibly subscriptions according to which correspond-
ing notifications of a first service are output on the basis of the
subscription. In this sense a request is then represented by a
subscription, which generates corresponding responses in the
form of notifications. Data input or data output means the
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receipt of data at an input of the service or the emission of data
from an output of the service. In particular the second proto-
col specifies, for a data input or data output, a corresponding
notification which contains the input or output data and speci-
fies whether it relates to a data input or a data output. The
notification further contains a designator or identifier for the
service on which the data input or data output takes place.

In the method according to various embodiments a notifi-
cation of a first service, incoming into a service converter, is
converted into a data input of a second service associated with
the first service and/or a data output of a second service
incoming into the service converter is converted into a noti-
fication, outgoing from the service converter, of a first service
associated with the second service. The association according
to various embodiments of outgoing or incoming notifica-
tions of a first service of a service-oriented architecture to
corresponding data inputs or data outputs of a second service
of'a data-driven architecture is achieved by the simple means
of communication between the service-oriented architecture
and the data-driven architecture, so that second services can
also be used by first services or vice versa.

In an embodiment the number of first services comprises
one or more web services, which are sufficiently known from
the prior art. The SOAP protocol (SOAP=Simple Object
Access Protocol), which is likewise known from the prior art,
is preferably used as the first protocol for the notifications of
the first services. The second services are preferably services
distributed in a network, said network in particular being a
so-called embedded network. Embedded networks are suffi-
ciently known from the prior art and enable services to be
embedded in suitable network nodes, which may—for
example—constitute sensors, actuators or other electronic
units. At least some of these second services are intercon-
nected in the network by means of one or more service chains
specified via the second protocol.

In an embodiment of the method, a notification of a first
service incoming into the service converter in the form of a
request notification to the first service is converted into a data
input of a second service, which is associated with the first
service, and a data output of the second service or of a further
second service, which is likewise associated with the first
service and interconnected with the second service, is then
converted into a notification of the first service outgoing from
the service converter in the form of a response notification to
the request notification. This first service is preferably a ser-
vice implemented in the service converter. With this variant of
the method a second service or chain of second services can
be efficiently called from a first service with the help of the
service converter.

In a further embodiment of the method, one or more data
outputs of one or more second services are stored in a cache
and provided via the cache to the service converter, wherein
the data output or outputs are preferably periodically gener-
ated. With this variant it is possible for data outputs of second
services to be called via a first service, without it being nec-
essary for the data outputs to be triggered via an event. In an
embodiment this cache is implemented as a separate second
service, in which it is possible—via data inputs, for example
via data inputs which constitute converted request notifica-
tions to a first service—for buffered data outputs to be called,
which are preferably data outputs that are converted into
corresponding response notifications of a first service.

In a further embodiment of the method, a first service is
specified in the service converter by a document in a descrip-
tion language for first services, in particular by a WSDL
document (WSDL=Web Service Description Language),
said document being processed in the service converter such



US 9,277,031 B2

5

that one or more data inputs of one or more second services
are generated from one or more request notifications to the
first service, that are specified in the document, and one or
more response notifications from the first service, that are
specified in the document, are generated from one or more
data outputs from one or more second services.

In a further embodiment of the method a data output of a
second service incoming into the service converter is con-
verted into a notification, outgoing from the service converter,
of a first service associated with the second service, in the
form of arequest notification to the first service. In this way a
first service can be addressed via a data output of a second
service, wherein the response notification from the first ser-
vice incoming in response to the request notification is pref-
erably converted by the service converter into a data input of
the second service.

In a further embodiment of the method, a first service
subscribes to predefined data outputs of a second service,
wherein a predefined data output of the second service incom-
ing into the service converter is converted in the service
converter into a notification of the first service outgoing from
the service converter. These predefined data outputs are in
particular periodic data outputs. According to this variant of
the method, a first service can call data outputs of a second
service by simple means.

In a further embodiment of the method, a notification of a
first service incoming into the service converter in the form of
a response notification of the first service, which was sent to
the first service in response to a request notification previ-
ously output from the service converter, is converted into a
data input of a second service associated with the first service.
Inthis way data from a first service can be called via a second
service in an appropriate manner.

In a further embodiment of the method, the service con-
verter subscribes to predefined notifications of a first service,
wherein a predefined notification of the first service incoming
into the service converter is converted into a data input of a
second service associated with the first service, the notifica-
tions incoming into the service converter preferably being
generated periodically. According to this variant it is possible
for data of a first service to be provided to a second service by
simple means via a subscription mechanism.

In a further embodiment of the method, at least some of the
first and/or second services are implemented in the service
converter. In particular, the second services can be imple-
mented as virtual services, via which incoming notifications
of first services are converted into corresponding data inputs
of second services or data outputs of second services are
converted into outgoing notifications of first services.

According to a further embodiment, in a service converter
for communication between a number of first services and a
number of second services, the number of first services
belongs to a service-oriented architecture in which a respec-
tive service is provided via notifications based on a request-
response mechanism by means of a first protocol, and
wherein the number of second services belongs to a data-
driven architecture, in which the second services can be inter-
connected by means of a second protocol, wherein the second
protocol specifies data inputs and data outputs of the second
services and the forwarding of data between the second ser-
vices.

The service converter here comprises a first conversion
means for converting a notification of a first service incoming
into the service converter into a data input of a second service
associated with the first service and/or a second conversion
means for converting a data output of a second service incom-
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ing into the service converter into a notification, outgoing
from the service converter, of a first service associated with
the second service.

The service converter is preferably configured such that
one or more of the exemplary embodiments of the method
described above can be implemented with the service con-
verter.

Before the communication between first and second ser-
vices according to various embodiments is explained, data-
driven services in the form of embedded services in a network
comprising a plurality of network nodes are described on the
basis of FIG. 1 to FIG. 3. According to FIG. 1 this network
comprises network nodes N1, N2, N3, N4 and N5, which may
constitute various types of devices that can communicate with
one another using wireless and/or wired connections. In par-
ticular, the network nodes may constitute sensors, actuators,
pure processor units and a combination of these devices. On
some of the nodes, second services are implemented which
are indicated by gearwheels with reference labels SE1, SE2,
SE3, SE4 and SES. In this way a majority of second services
are distributed in the network, wherein these second services
can communicate with one another and can be interconnected
via a second protocol. This second protocol is based on a
data-driven communication in the network shown in FIG. 1.
In this communication the receipt of an item of data may
initiate the processing stage of data forwarding. This type of
data processing is used since it is associated with minimal
delays and communication effort between the network nodes
of the network.

The communication between the individual second ser-
vices according to the second protocol takes place in such a
way that a data input and a data output is specified for each
service and, via the protocol for a data output of a respective
second service, the services to which the data output as cor-
responding data inputs is to be forwarded, are defined. In this
way services are interconnected externally via the second
protocol, wherein the knowledge about the forwarding of data
between the services via appropriately specified data paths
between the services is defined. The individual services do
not know to which service their data output is forwarded or
from which service they receive a data input. This knowledge
is specified by the second protocol on the basis of a middle-
ware. This achieves the advantage that the chain of services
can be changed in an appropriate manner by the adjustment,
by means of the second protocol, of specified data paths
without modification of services.

Based on a specification of the chain of second services via
the second protocol, different optimizations may be imple-
mented in the transfer of data between the individual services.
In particular, optimized data paths can be implemented in the
network with minimally small quantities of transferred data.
For example, if a data value is used by more than one service,
an optimized data path is determined such that, where pos-
sible, a data packet is transferred only once in the direction of
the destination and the distribution to a plurality of data
packets on different receiving nodes takes place at optimized
points, e.g. as late as possible. For this purpose the structures
of'the various applications implemented via distributed struc-
tures are gathered at one or more central points in the network,
where they are investigated for potential data path overlaps,
and optimized. On the basis of the results of this analysis,
forwarding rules are determined which specify one or more
services or nodes for the forwarding based on a corresponding
source address of the service. Thus source addresses that do
not specify the transmitting network nodes, but identify the
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transmitting service are used in the method. In addition, an
identifier of the data content or its type can also be used for the
source addressing.

FIG. 2 illustrates the optimization just described above,
wherein—according to a first application—a service chain
outgoing from service SE1 to service SE4 is implemented
and, by means of a second application, a service chain out-
going from service SE1 to service SE5. According to an
optimization the data is transferred between the services
firstly via the common data paths DP1 and DP2 and only
distributed into the data paths DP3 and DP4 in the service
SE3, whereby the data for service SE5 is sent according to
data path SE3 and the data for service SE4 is sent according
to data path DP4.

In an embodiment of an optimization of the data transfer,
notifications are forwarded between the network nodes in
such a way that as extensive a combination of transmission
paths as possible is implemented for a notification to a plu-
rality of recipients based on the identification of the notifica-
tion with the source address and on an association of the
source address with receiving nodes or services. This leads to
areduction in the number of forwarding rules on the common
transmission path.

In a further variant of an optimization, on the basis of the
second protocol services distributed in the network are repo-
sitioned so that the services are moved dynamically from one
network node to another and for this purpose additionally
required forwarding rules based on the source addresses in the
network are installed only on the new data paths. This variant
is illustrated in FIG. 3, which shows that—unlike in FIG. 1
and FIG. 2—the service SE2, which was originally on node
N1, is now on node N3 and the service SE3, which was
previously on node N4, is now on node N5. An application
over a link from service SE1 to service SE3 via service SE2 is
indicated here by the data paths DP5 and DP6.

By avoiding any redundant overlapping of data based on
the optimization described above, considerable savings in
bandwidth can be achieved for communication in networks
with complex distributed applications. Particularly in the case
of'wireless network nodes with battery power supply, this also
means a considerable reduction in energy consumption and
therefore a longer battery life in many cases. For the services,
there is furthermore the advantage that they do not have to
explicitly know and administer their communication partner.
The entire communication structure is mapped in the for-
warding rules which are implemented outside the services
using a second protocol, wherein this second protocol admin-
isters the services via corresponding identifiers and specifies
data paths between the individual services.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating an embodiment
of the method, on the basis of which the second services
described—for example on the basis of FIG. 1 to FIG. 3—of
a data-driven architecture can communicate with first ser-
vices based on a service-oriented architecture (SOA) that is
known per se. The data-driven architecture DA is indicated in
the lower part of FIG. 4 and the service-oriented architecture
SA in the upper part of FIG. 4. Network nodes in the data-
driven architecture are in turn designated with corresponding
reference labels N1, N2, N3, N4 and N5. Second services in
the form of embedded services are likewise designated with
corresponding reference labels SE1, SE2, SE3, SE4, SE5 and
SE6. In contrast, first services in the service-oriented archi-
tecture SA are designated with WS1, WS2 and WS3, these
first services being implemented in the form of web services
that are known per se in the embodiment shown in FIG. 4.
Furthermore, a client processor in the service-oriented archi-
tecture SA is labeled with C. Corresponding web services can
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be called via this processor. The service-oriented architecture
SA and the data-driven architecture DA are linked together
via a service converter in the form of a service bridge SB,
wherein web services or second services may be imple-
mented on the service bridge itself. In FIG. 4 the web service
WS3 and the second service SE6 are services which are
installed on the service bridge SB.

Communication with a web service in the service-oriented
architecture SA is based on a request-response mechanism,
according to which a request can be sent by a client to a web
service, whereupon the request is answered by an appropriate
response. These requests and responses constitute notifica-
tions according to a protocol of the service-oriented architec-
ture. In an embodiment these notifications are so-called
SOAP (Simple Object Access Protocol) notifications, which
are sufficiently known from the prior art. The service bridge
contains two modules M1 and M2, wherein module M1 is
used for converting an incoming notification SA from the
service-oriented architecture into a corresponding data input
to an embedded service of the data-driven architecture DA. In
contrast, module M2 is used for converting an incoming data
output of a corresponding embedded service from the data-
driven architecture DA into a suitable notification of the ser-
vice-oriented architecture SA. Inputs E1 and E2 of the ser-
vices SE1 and SE2 and outputs A1 and A2 of the services SE1
and SE2 are furthermore indicated in FIG. 4, in which—by
way of example—a data input on input E1 is further indicated
with an arrow P1, a data transfer from output A1 to input E2
is further indicated with the arrow P2, and a data output on
output A2 is further indicated with the arrow P3.

Four variants a) to d) of implementations of the method
based on a communication via the service bridge SB are
described below.

In variant a) the client C makes a web-service request to
one of the web services of the service-oriented architecture
SA. This web service request is linked with a data input on the
input E1 of the first embedded service SE1. The service
bridge SB forwards this request to the input E1 of the
addressed embedded service SE1, by generating from the
request a corresponding data input according to the second
protocol of the data-driven architecture. In one variant al) the
data output on the output Al of the embedded service SE1
matches a corresponding response of the web service
addressed in the service-oriented architecture. In this case the
service bridge immediately generates a response depending
on the data output on output A1 of the embedded service SE1
and sends it to the client C via the web service addressed by
the request. In a further variant a2) the response to be sent via
the web service addressed by the client C is linked with the
data output on the output A2 of the second embedded service
SE2. In this case the service bridge SB returns the corre-
sponding response to the requesting client C, as soon as the
outgoing item of data on output A2 of the second embedded
service SE2 reaches the embedded services according to a
chain and is transferred from there to the service bridge. In
this way a distributed embodiment of embedded services of
the data-driven architecture DA is mapped onto a web service
of the service-oriented architecture.

In a second variant b) web services can be called via the
service bridge SB and implemented by service chains, so that
status information or output signals of the embedded services
are continuously buffered on the service bridge. For this
purpose, a suitable cache is used which is installed in the
service bridge or is associated with it. A client C in turn makes
arequest to a web service of the service-oriented architecture.
This request is in turn linked with the input E1 of the first
embedded service SE1 and an output A2 of the second
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embedded service SE2. A chain of services is thereby in turn
implemented in the data-driven architecture. The service
bridge SB responds to the request sent from the client with
output values of the second embedded service, wherein these
output values are buffered in the cache.

In a third variant c) the service bridge SB is configured as
part of a service chain within the data-driven architecture DA,
wherein the output Al of the first service SE1 is connected
with the service bridge which forwards the output signal as a
request to a web service of the service-oriented architecture.
Furthermore the service bridge SB may be connected with the
input E2 of the second embedded service SE2, so that the
response of the specified web service is forwarded to this
input. Thus with this variant a web service from the service-
oriented architecture is made available in the data-driven
architecture.

In the fourth variant d) the service bridge SB is in turn
configured as part of a service chain, whereby the service
bridge SB is connected with the input E1 of the embedded
service SE1, so that response notifications of a web service of
the service-oriented architecture SA are forwarded to this
input. Furthermore the service bridge for the service chain is
configured so that it issues certain web service requests, so
that the web service responses are forwarded to the input of
the embedded service E1. As a result of this a web service is
made available in the data-driven architecture DA through the
service bridge.

The embedded services accessible via the service bridge
SB may be identified and addressed, for example by means of
a URI (URI=Universal Resource Indicator). In an embodi-
ment this URI directly represents the address of the corre-
sponding embedded service. In a further variant the URI may
also address a service of the service bridge, which in turn
addresses the desired embedded service via information con-
tained in the request.

Cases a) and b) described above may also be combined in
an embodiment, so that a web service request from the ser-
vice-oriented architecture is answered with a value buffered
in the service bridge. In a further embodiment the web service
notifications in the service-oriented architecture are based on
textual XML notifications, whereas the data inputs or data
outputs in the data-driven architecture contain binary XML
notifications, wherein it is further specified in the correspond-
ing notification of the second protocol whether the notifica-
tion is a data input or a data output, and to which second
service it belongs. By means of the web service, these textual
XML notifications are accordingly converted into binary
XML notifications and vice versa. In particular, the service
bridge may pack and unpack web service notifications in
accordance with the SOAP protocol and forward them to
embedded services or web services based on an appropriate
conversion.

The linking of requests and responses from web services
with data inputs and data outputs of embedded services may
be achieved, for example, via a WSDL document. This docu-
ment, which is made available by the service bridge,
describes for a corresponding web service the expected
request and the responses based on it, which are linked in the
service bridge with a corresponding data input of a service
and a corresponding data output of a service. Thus the corre-
sponding chain of services from the service at which the data
input takes place, to the service at which the data output takes
place is further specified in the bridge. The link may be
optimized in an appropriate manner, as described further
above with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 3. In a further embodi-
ment the WSDL document does not need to be already avail-
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able in the service bridge, but is generated only if necessary,
i.e. if the web service is accordingly addressed via a URI.

In a further embodiment access to embedded services via
web services according to the above variants a) and b) may be
restricted to specific services. Furthermore a web service
request may possibly be compiled from data outputs of a
plurality of embedded services on the service bridge and/or
one or more parts of web service responses may be associated
with one or more respective data inputs of embedded services.
Communication scenarios of the service bridge SB with web
services and embedded services are described below for clari-
fication purposes on the basis of FIG. 5 to FIG. 8. FIG. 5 and
FIG. 6 show exemplary embodiments of variants a) and b)
described above, whereas FIG. 7 and FIG. 8 illustrate further
variants of an communication. In the scenarios shown in FIG.
5 to FIG. 8, all notifications exchanged on the left of the
service bridge SB, represented by a lozenge, are SOAP noti-
fications (SOAP=Simple Object Access Protocol), whereas
all notifications on the right of the service bridge SB are
specified as data inputs or data outputs according to the sec-
ond protocol of the data-driven architecture. These notifica-
tions of the second protocol are constructed in such a way that
the notification specifies firstly whether it relates to a data
input or a data output, and, secondly, with which service the
data input or data output is associated.

In the variant according to FIG. 5 the client C sends a web
service request RE to a web service running on the service
bridge SB. This request is forwarded as a corresponding data
input DI to the embedded service SE1, whereupon the embed-
ded service SE1 generates a data output DO at its output,
which is converted via the service bridge SB into a response
notification RS of the web service. Thus, according to the
variant shown in FIG. 5, incoming web service requests are
translated into data inputs in the data-driven architecture DA.
These web service requests are suspended until the requested
data arrives at the service bridge. When the data arrives the
suspended request notification RE is reactivated and a suit-
able web service response notification RS is generated, which
is then transferred to the client C. From the perspective of the
client the embedded service SE1 behaves like a pullable web
service.

In the scenario shown in FIG. 6 an interim storage in the
form of a cache CA is used. Stored data is called via the cache,
particularly in cases where embedded services cannot be
triggered, for example in order to deliver measurement val-
ues. In the scenario shown in FIG. 6 a request notification RE
of a client C is in turn sent to the service bridge SB. The
request notification RE is reset in the service bridge SB and a
data input DI corresponding to the request is generated, which
is no longer sent directly to the embedded service SE1 but to
the cache CA in which data of the embedded service SE1 is
buffered. This data is transferred from the embedded service
SE1 to the cache CA during periodic updates PA. The data
input DI to the cache in turn triggers a data output DO,
according to which the correspondingly buffered data of the
embedded service SE1 is transferred to the service bridge SB.
In order to guarantee short response times for the client C, the
cache is made available as a separate embedded service which
stores the latest measurement value provided by the embed-
ded service SE1. In this way the cache can be addressed in a
similar way to the embedded service SE1 according to the
variant shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 shows a scenario in which data of an embedded
service SE1 is periodically called by a client C. This client
subscribes to the data it requires which is provided to the
corresponding embedded service SE1, via a subscription SU
on a web service of the service bridge. The subscription may
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be implemented, for example, by means of WS-Eventing
(Web Services Eventing), a technique which is sufficiently
known from the prior art. This WS-Eventing is a special
subscription method of the standard web service. The data
generated by the embedded service SE1 is transferred to the
service bridge SB via data outputs DO in the form of periodic
data deliveries. The data is converted at the service bridge SB
into periodic notifications PN (e.g. WS-Eventing notifica-
tions) and forwarded to the client C.

In the scenario shown in FIG. 8, data is periodically deliv-
ered to the embedded service SE1. The service bridge SB here
subscribes via a corresponding subscription SU to a web
service of an external data source of a client C, for example
again using WS-Eventing as described above. On the basis of
this subscription, periodic notifications PN regarding the data
of'the external data source are delivered to the service bridge
SB, which converts these notifications into a corresponding
notification format in the data-driven architecture DA and
sends them to the embedded service SE1 as data inputs DI in
the form of periodic data transmissions.

A specific implementation of a data-driven architecture in
the form of a system for controlling blinds is described below
on the basis of FIG. 9 to FIG. 11, wherein this architecture
may be appropriately addressed via a service bridge by means
of'a web service. The boxes in FIG. 9 here represent embed-
ded services designated respectively with reference labels
SE1 to SE9. The services outlined in bold, SE1 and SE2, are
so-called virtual services which are stored on the service
bridge SB and serve as placeholders for web service interac-
tions in a service-oriented architecture. The virtual service
SE1 is associated with a user input web service, wherein a
request to the web service is converted by the service bridge
into a data input of the service SE1, which generates from it a
corresponding data output of the virtual user input service
SE1. In contrast, the virtual service SE2 is an output service
from whose data output in the service bridge the correspond-
ing response to the user input web service is generated. The
further services shown in FIG. 9 do not need to be imple-
mented in the service bridge and have the following func-
tions:

SE3=Wind sensor
SE4=Brightness sensor
SE5=Stop sensor (top)
SE6=Stop sensor (bottom)
SE7=Prioritization
SE8=Control logic
SE9=Motor.

A blind control is achieved through the services described
above, which control a motor for raising and lowering a blind
based on a user input or on the data of a wind sensor or a
brightness sensor taking into account an appropriate prioriti-
zation of the data by means of a control logic, wherein the
uppermost position of the blind is determined via a corre-
sponding stop sensor (top) and the lowest position of the blind
is determined via a corresponding stop sensor (bottom),
whereupon the stopping of the blind is triggered. In the net-
work of services shown in FIG. 9, an interaction by the
services is processed within a service chain, which runs from
right to left.

In response to a user input of the service SE1 specifying a
desired position for the blind, an output is generated via the
output service SE2 which communicates the position at
which the blind is actually located after the processing of the
service chain. The services SE1 and SE2 described above
should be available from the internet via an associated web
service, in order—for example—to facilitate remote monitor-
ing via a mobile telephone. Based on the fact that a required
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position of the blind as specified by a user can be overwritten
by a wind sensor according to the service SE3, the final
position of the blind should be communicated via the output
service SE2 as the response to user inputs.

FIG. 10 shows how, based on the data-driven services SE1
and SE2 shown in FIG. 9, an appropriate WSDL document
can be generated for use by a web service, which is associated
with the services SE1 and SE2. The blocks SD1 or SD2 here
represent the corresponding service description of the service
SE1 relating to the user input or of the service SE2 relating to
the output. According to the service description SD1, based
on adata input at the service input a data output which reflects
the desired blind position is generated in the form of a param-
eter in float format. According to the service description SD2,
based on a data input at the service SE2 input a data output,
which reflects the actual position of the blind, is generated in
the form of a parameter in float format.

The service descriptions SD1 and SD2 are linked with the
WSDL document D, from which only the parts relevant for
the various embodiments are indicated and which contain a
XML scheme definition of two types, T1 and T2, in the upper
part. Type T1 here represents the request to a web service and
is designated with the element name “UserlnputRequest”.
Type T2 specifies a response of the web service and is desig-
nated with the element name “OutputResponse”. Further
down in the WSDL document D are located the definitions of
corresponding notifications ME1 and ME2, wherein the noti-
fication ME1 corresponds to the request of the web service in
the form of the blind position to be set and is designated
“SetPositionlnput”. In contrast the notification ME2 corre-
sponds to the response of the web service in the form of the
actual blind position and is called “SetPositionOutput”. The
corresponding addresses in the form of URI indicators to
which the notifications are to be sent are appended to the
definitions of the notifications ME1 and ME2. These
addresses are not shown in FIG. 10.

In the service bridge a corresponding request of the web
service is converted into a data input of the service SE1 and a
data output of the service SE2 is converted into a correspond-
ing response of the web service. The WSDL document here
specifies an individual communication terminal for an inter-
action with the embedded services, which—as shown in F1G.
9—are linked to one another. This allows data from different
embedded services to be received and sent at different posi-
tions in a corresponding chain. The requests and responses of
the web service, which are connected with corresponding
data inputs or data inputs at the beginning or end of the chain
of services, are here defined via the WSDL document. The
WSDL document may be generated in advance based on the
chains of embedded services specified in the second protocol,
wherein a URI is generated for addressing the service chain as
soon as the service chain is instantiated. A URI may also
possibly be generated without instantiation, in which case the
instantiation is carried out as soon as the URI is addressed by
a web service.

On the basis of FIG. 11, the way in which incoming noti-
fications of the web service specified via the WSDL docu-
ment are converted into data inputs of the embedded SE1, or
the way in which data outputs of the embedded service SE2
are converted into corresponding responses of the web ser-
vice, is described below. The block RE here represents a
request to the web service in the form of a required blind
position “targetPosition™ at 1.0. This request is represented
via a textual XML document which is designated as D1. This
textual SOAP notification is then converted into a so-called
binary EXI representation for use in the data-driven architec-
ture of the embedded services (EXI=Efficient XML Inter-
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change). In this way, with the help of the EXI-coded SOAP
notification, the corresponding data input is then generated
for the service SE1, which is designated as DI. This data input
also contains, alongside the EXI-coded SOAP notification,
the specification of the service SE1 (for example in the form
of a service identifier) as well as the information that it is a
data input.

The notification DI is then further processed in the chain of
embedded services, which is represented in FIG. 9 and des-
ignated in FIG. 11 as SK. The service chain is here addressed
by the URI already mentioned above. For example, the data
input DI is addressed to all services which consume data that
is produced by the virtual service of the user input SE1. In the
above example of the blind control this is the service SE3,
which describes a prioritization between the outputs of the
services SE1, SE3 and SE4. After running through the service
chain a data output DO is finally generated, which has the
same format as the data input DI and is output from the virtual
service SE2. This data output DO in turn contains an EXI-
coded SOAP notification as well as the designation of the
service SE2 and the information that it is a data output. This
notification DO is then in turn converted in the service bridge
into a corresponding response RS of the web service, which
causes the EXI-coded SOAP notification which is contained
in the data output DO to be converted into the textual XML
document D2, which specifies the Position 1.0 as the final
position “finalPosition” of the blind. The SOAP notification
according to the document D2 is then sent to the web service
as the response RS.

The request/response interactions described above require
a mapping of SOAP notifications and triggered notifications
or interactions to be stored in the data-driven architecture, so
that notifications that come from one of the embedded ser-
vices of the service chain can be associated with the correct
waiting web service request. The web service terminal, which
is defined by the WSDL document D described above and
which can be addressed as URI or even as URL
(URL=Universal Resource Locator), identifies a unique
interaction, for example based on the destination end point of
the SOAP notification. This enables the service bridge to
identify which service of the service chain is involved in the
interaction.

As may be seen from the above description, the method
according to various embodiments enables an appropriate
communication between services of a service-oriented archi-
tecture, which is defined by request-response mechanisms, to
be achieved in a data-driven architecture, which is specified
by data inputs and data outputs of services and the forwarding
of data between the services.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for communicating
between a number of first services and a number of second
services, wherein the number of first services belongs to a
service-oriented architecture, in which a respective first ser-
vice is provided via notifications based on a request-response
mechanism by means of a first protocol, wherein the number
of second services belongs to a data-driven architecture, in
which second services can be interconnected by means of a
second protocol, wherein the second protocol specifies data
inputs and data outputs of the second services and the for-
warding of data between the second services, the method
comprising:

a processor of a service converter receiving an inbound
textual XML notification of a particular first service and
converting the notification of the particular first service
into a binary XML data input of a particular second
service associated with the particular first service; and
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the processor of the service converter receiving a binary
XML data output of the particular second service and
converting the data output of the particular second ser-
vice into an outbound textual XML notification outgo-
ing from the service converter to the particular first ser-
vice associated with the particular second service;

such that the service converter provides a bi-directional
XML conversion and communication between the par-
ticular first service of the service-oriented architecture
and the particular second service of the data-driven
architecture; and

wherein the second services belonging to the data-driven

architecture comprise at least one service embedded in
the service converter and at least one service embedded
in a networked device external to the service converter.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the particular
first service comprises a web service of the service-oriented
architecture, such that the service converter provides a bi-
directional communication between the web service of the
service-oriented architecture and the particular second ser-
vice of the data-driven architecture.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the number of
second services in a network are distributed services, wherein
atleast some of the services in the network are interconnected
by means of one or more service chains specified via the
second protocol.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein a notification
of a first service incoming into the service converter in the
form of a request notification to the first service is converted
into a data input of a second service, which is associated with
the first service, and then a data output of the second service
or of a further second service, which is also associated with
the first service and is interconnected with the second service,
is converted into a notification of the first service outgoing
from the service converter in the form of a response notifica-
tion to the request notification.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein one or more
data outputs of one or more second services are stored in a
cache and provided via the cache to the service converter,
wherein the data output or outputs can be periodically gener-
ated.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the cache is
implemented as a second service in which data outputs
cached via data inputs may be called.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein a first service
is specified in the service converter in a description language
for first services, in particular in a WSDL document, said
document being processed in the service converter such that
one or more data inputs from one or more second services are
generated from one or more of the request notifications to the
first service specified in the document, and one or more
response notifications of the first service, specified in the
document are generated from one or more data outputs of one
or more second services.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein a data output
of a second service incoming into the service converter is
converted into a notification of a first service associated with
the second service outgoing from the service converter in the
form of a request notification to the first service.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the incoming
response notification from the first service to the request
notification is converted by the service converter into a data
input of the second service.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein a first ser-
vice subscribes to predefined data outputs of a second service,
wherein a predefined data output of the second service incom-
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ing into the service converter is converted into a notification
of the first service outgoing from the service converter.

11. The method according to claim 1, wherein a notifica-
tion of a first service, incoming into the service converter in
the form of a response notification of the first service, which
was sent in response to a request notification previously out-
put to the first service by the service converter, is converted
into a data input of a second service associated with the first
service.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein the service
converter subscribes to predefined notifications of a first ser-
vice, wherein a predefined notification of the first service
incoming into the service converter is converted in the service
converter into a data input of a second service associated with
the first service.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein the first
services belonging to the service-oriented architecture com-
prise at least one service embedded in the service converter.

14. The method according to claim 1, wherein the binary
XML data input and binary XML data output of the particular
second service comprise binary EXI (Efficient XML Inter-
change) representations usable by the particular second ser-
vice.

15. A service converter for communication between a num-
ber of first services and a number of second services, wherein
the number of first services belongs to a service-oriented
architecture, in which a respective first service is provided via
notifications based on a request-response mechanism by
means of a first protocol, and wherein the number of second
services belongs to a data-driven architecture, in which sec-
ond services can be interconnected by means of a second
protocol, wherein the second protocol specifies data inputs
and data outputs of the second services and the forwarding of
data between the second services, wherein the service con-
verter comprises:

a first conversion means for converting an inbound textual
XML notification of a particular first service incoming
into the service converter into a binary XML data input
of a particular second service associated with the par-
ticular first service; and

a second conversion means for converting a binary XML
data output of the particular second service incoming
into the service converter into an outbound textual XML
notification of the particular first service associated with
the particular second service outgoing from the service
converter;

such that the service converter provides a bi-directional
XML conversion and communication between the par-
ticular first service of the service-oriented architecture
and the particular second service of the data-driven
architecture; and

wherein the second services belonging to the data-driven
architecture comprise at least one service embedded in
the service converter and at least one service embedded
in a networked device external to the service converter.

16. The service converter according to claim 15, wherein
the particular first service comprises a web service of the
service-oriented architecture, such that the service converter
is configured to provide a bi-directional communication
between the web service of the service-oriented architecture
and the particular second service of the data-driven architec-
ture.

17. The service converter according to claim 15, which is
designed such that the number of second services in a network
are distributed services, wherein at least some of the services
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in the network are interconnected by means of one or more
service chains specified via the second protocol.

18. The service converter according to claim 15, which is
designed such that a notification of a first service incoming
into the service converter in the form of a request notification
to the first service is converted into a data input of a second
service, which is associated with the first service, and then a
data output of the second service or of a further second ser-
vice, which is also associated with the first service and is
interconnected with the second service, is converted into a
notification of the first service outgoing from the service
converter in the form of a response notification to the request
notification.

19. The service converter according to claim 15, which is
designed such that one or more data outputs of one or more
second services are stored in a cache and provided via the
cache to the service converter, wherein the data output or
outputs can be periodically generated.

20. The service converter according to claim 19, which is
designed such that the cache is implemented as a second
service in which data outputs cached via data inputs may be
called.

21. The service converter according to claim 15, which is
designed such that a first service is specified in the service
converter in a description language for first services, in par-
ticular in a WSDL document, said document being processed
in the service converter such that one or more data inputs from
one or more second services are generated from one or more
of'the request notifications to the first service specified in the
document, and one or more response notifications of the first
service, specified in the document are generated from one or
more data outputs of one or more second services.

22. The service converter according to claim 15, which is
designed such that a data output of a second service incoming
into the service converter is converted into a notification of a
first service associated with the second service outgoing from
the service converter in the form of a request notification to
the first service.

23. The service converter according to claim 22, which is
designed such that the incoming response notification from
the first service to the request notification is converted by the
service converter into a data input of the second service.

24. The service converter according to claim 15, which is
designed such that a first service subscribes to predefined data
outputs of a second service, wherein a predefined data output
of the second service incoming into the service converter is
converted into a notification of the first service outgoing from
the service converter.

25. The service converter according to claim 15, which is
designed such that a notification of a first service, incoming
into the service converter in the form of a response notifica-
tion of the first service, which was sent in response to a
request notification previously output to the first service by
the service converter, is converted into a data input of a second
service associated with the first service.

26. The service converter according to claim 15, which is
designed such that the service converter subscribes to pre-
defined notifications of a first service, wherein a predefined
notification of the first service incoming into the service con-
verter is converted in the service converter into a data input of
a second service associated with the first service.

27. The service converter according to claim 15, wherein
the first services belonging to the service-oriented architec-
ture comprise at least one of the first service is implemented
embedded in the service converter.
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